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THE PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Chronology of Events 


Thursday, February 17 


After a departure ceremony on the South Lawn of the 
White House, the President went by helicopter to An- 
drews Air Force Base for the flight to Hawaii, en route to 
the People’s Republic of China..(For departure remarks, 
see page 443 of last week’s issue of the Weekly Compila- 
tion of Presidential Documents. ) 

Arriving at Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station, Oahu, 
Hawaii, the President and Mrs. Nixon motored to the 
residence of the Commanding General, First Marine 
Brigade, where they remained until Saturday afternoon, 
February 19, reading and preparing for the China visit. 


Saturday, February 19—Sunday, February 20 


The President and Mrs. Nixon boarded the Spirit of ’76 
at Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station for the 8-hour 
flight to Guam. Crossing the International Date Line en 
route, they arrived at Guam International Airport shortly 
after 5 p.m. on Sunday, February 20, Guam time. They 
spent the night at Nimitz Hill, the residence of the Com- 
mander, Naval Forces, Marianas. 


Monday, February 21 


At 7 a.m. Guam time, the President and Mrs. Nixon 
left Guam International Airport for Shanghai, their first 
stop in the People’s Republic of China. They arrived, 
after a 4-hour flight, at Hung Chiao (Rainbow Bridge) 
Airport, Shanghai, at 9 a.m., China time, where they 
were greeted by officials of the People’s Republic, headed 
by Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Chiao Kuan-hua. 
After refreshments and a tour of the terminal, the Presi- 
dential party again boarded the Spirit of 76, accompanied 
by Vice Minister Chiao, Chang Wen-chin and Wang 
Hai-jung of the Foreign Ministry, a Chinese navigator, 
radio operator, and three interpreters, for the final leg of 
the flight to Peking. 

At about 11:30 a.m., China time, the party arrived at 
Capital Airport near Peking. Premier Chou En-lai 
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greeted the President and members of his party, stood 
with the President for the playing of the national anthems 
of the two countries, and accompanied the President in 
a review of the troops. 

The Premier then accompanied the President in a 
motorcade to Peking, to Taio Yu Tai (angling terrace), 
the guest house where the President and Mrs. Nixon 
would stay during their visit. 

In the afternoon, the President met for an hour with 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung at the Chairman’s residence 
(see page 466) and for an hour with Premier Chou and 
other officials in plenary session at the Great Hall of the 
People. 

The President and Mrs. Nixon were guests of Premier 
Chou at a banquet in the Great Hall of the People in the 
evening (see pages 466, 467). 


Tuesday, February 22 


After a morning of staff meetings and attention to other 
White House business, the President met for 4 hours with 
Premier Chou in the Great Hall. 

The First Lady visited the kitchen of the Peking Hotel, 
where she toured food preparation and cooking areas, and 
talked with cooks and helpers. She was accompanied by 
Mme. Lin Chia-mei, wife of Vice Premier Li Hsien-nien, 
Mme. Chi Peng-fei, wife of the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and Sun Hsin-mang, head of the revolutionary com- 
mittee of the hotel. During the tour, Mrs. Nixon told re- 
porters of plans for the People’s Republic to present to the 
people of America two giant pandas, in appreciation for 
the two musk oxen which are to be given to the Peking 
Zoo by the President and people of the United States. 

In the afternoon, Mrs. Nixon visited the Summer Pal- 
ace, an imperial residence and garden during the Ching 
Dynasty. She toured rooms used by the Empress Tzu Hsi 
and walked in the gardens, viewing the lake Kun Ming 
and Longevity Hill. She then went to the Peking Zoo and 
saw the zoo’s pandas. 
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In the evening, the President and First Lady attended 
a cultural program with Premier and Madame Chou and 
Chiang Ching, the wife of Chairman Mao Tse-tung. 
They saw a performance of the ballet, “The Red Detach- 
ment of Women.” 


Wednesday, February 23 


The President and Premier Chou met in the afternoon 
for 4 hours of discussions at the guest house where. the 
President was staying. 

The First Lady visited the Evergreen People’s Com- 
mune on the west edge of Peking. In her hour-long tour, 
she visited the commune’s clinic, where she observed 
acupuncture treatments; second- and third-grade class- 
rooms; a commune home; agricultural areas and green- 
houses; and a dry goods store. 

In the afternoon, Mrs. Nixon visited the Peking Glass- 
ware Factory and talked with workers making glass 
flowers and animals. 

In the evening, with Premier Chou En-lai, the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Nixon attended a public exhibition of 
gymnastics, badminton, and table tennis at the Capital 
Gymnasium. 


Thursday, February 24 


The President and Mrs. Nixon, accompanied by Vice 
Premier Li Hsien-nien, drove 35 miles north of Peking 
for sightseeing at the Ba Da Ling portion of the Great 
Wall of China, and then to the tombs of the emperors of 
the Ming Dynasty (see pages 468 and 469). 

In the afternoon, the President and Premier Chou met 
again at the Great Hall of the People for 3 hours of dis- 
cussion. Participants in the meetings and Mrs. Nixon later 
attended an informal private dinner hosted by Premier 
Chou in the Great Hall. 


Friday, February 25 


In the morning, the President and Mrs. Nixon went to 
the Forbidden City, the site in Peking of the residence of 
the emperors for some 800 years prior to the early 20th 
century. They were accompanied by Marshal Yeh Chien- 
ying, Vice Chairman of the Military Affairs Commission. 

In the afternoon, the President met again with Premier 
Chou for an hour, at the Great Hall of the People. 

The First Lady toured the Peking Children’s Hospital. 

Marking the final evening of their Peking stay, the 
President and the First Lady hosted a banquet honoring 
Premier Chou and other Chinese officials in the Great 
Hall (see page 470). 


Saturday, February 26 


At the Peking Airport, the President and Premier Chou 
and other officials of the United States and the People’s 


Republic met in plenary session for approximately one 
hour. 
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The President and the First Lady, with Premier Chou, 
then boarded the Premier’s plane for the flight to Hang- 
chow, People’s Republic of China. From Hangchow Air- 
port, they drove to a guest house on West Lake, a park 
and recreational site, where they were to spend the night. 

In the afternoon, they joined in a walking tour of 
Flower Fort Park and a boat tour of West Lake, stopping 
briefly at the Island of Three Towers Reflecting the Moon. 
Mrs. Nixon also visited the Temple of the Great Buddha. 

They were entertained in the evening at a banquet given 
by the Provincial Revolutionary Committee of Chekiang 
Province, headed by committee chairman Nan Ping (see 
page 472). 


Sunday, February 27 


With Premier Chou, the President and the First Lady 
flew in the Premier’s plane from Hangchow Airport 
to Shanghai. From Shanghai Airport, they motorcaded 
to the Shanghai Industrial Exhibition, where, with Pre- 
mier Chou, they toured exhibits of heavy machinery and 
electronic equipment, handicrafts, surgical techniques, 
textiles, light industry, musical instruments, toys, and arts 
and crafts. 

Mrs. Nixon also visited the Shanghai Municipal 
Children’s Palace, where she watched demonstrations of 
dancing, gymnastics, a puppet show, theatrics, sword- 
play, and art by students at the center. Her guide was 
Chang Hong, a 5th-grade student. 

In the late afternoon, the joint communiqué agreed 
upon by the President and Premier Chou was released 
(see page 473). 

In the evening, the President and First Lady were 
guests at a banquet in the Shanghai Exhibition Hall 
hosted by the Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary Com- 
mittee, headed by Chang Chun-chiao (see page 480). 
Premier Chou and Chairman Chang then accompanied 
the President and Mrs. Nixon to a cultural program of 
acrobatics in the Exhibition Hall. 


Monday, February 28 


Premier Chou visited with the President for an hour 
at the Ching Kiang guest house and then-accompanied 
the Presidential party to the airport for official farewells 
before the takeoff for the return flight at 10 a.m. 

Crossing the International Date Line, the Spirit of ’76 
arrived at Elmendorf Air Force Base, Anchorage, 
Alaska, at midnight on Sunday, February 27, Alaska 
time. The President and the First Lady spent the night at 
the residence of the Commanding General and left for 
the final leg of the flight to Washington at 9:40 a.m. on 
Monday, February 28, Alaska time. 

The official party arrived at Andrews Air Force Base 
near Washington at 9:15 p.m., e.s.t. (see page 482). 
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PEKING: THE PRESIDENT’S MEETING WITH 
CHAIRMAN MAO 


Statement by Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary to the President. 
February 21, 1972 


President Nixon met with Chairman Mao Tse-tung this afternoon 
at Chairman Mao’s residence. They held serious and frank discussions. 

Taking part on the American side was Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs. Taking part on 
the Chinese side were Premier of the State Council Chou En-lai, Deputy 
Director of Protocol of the Foreign Ministry Wang Hai-jung and the 
interpreter, Tang Wen-sheng. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Peking, People’s Republic of China. 


PEKING: BANQUET HONORING 
THE PRESIDENT 


Toast by Premier Chou En-lai at the Banquet in the Great Hall of 
the People. February 21,1972 


Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, ladies and gentlemen, comrades and 
friends: 

First of all, I have the pleasure on behalf of Chairman Mao Tse-tung 
and the Chinese Government to extend our welcome to Mr. President 
and Mrs. Nixon and to our other American guests. 

I also wish to take this opportunity to extend on behalf of the Chinese 
people cordial greetings to the American people on the other side of the 
great ocean. 

President Nixon’s visit to our country at the invitation of the Chinese 
Government provides the leaders of the two countries with an opportunity 
of meeting in person to seek the normalization of relations between the 
two countries and also to exchange views on questions of concern to the 
two sides. This is a positive move in conformity with the desire of the 
Chinese and American peoples and an event unprecedented in the history 
of the relations between China and the United States. 

The American people are a great people. The Chinese people are a 
great people. The peoples of our two countries have always been friendly 
to each other. But owing to reasons known to all, contacts between the 
two peoples were suspended for over 20 years. Now, through the common 
efforts of China and the United States, the gate to friendly contacts has 
finally been opened. At the present time it has become a strong desire of 
the Chinese and American peoples to promote the normalization of rela- 
tions between the two countries and work for the relaxation of tension. 
The people, and the people alone, are the motive force in the making of 
world history. We are confident that the day will surely come when this 
common desire of our two peoples will be realized. 
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The social systems of China and the United States are fundamentally 
different, and there exist great differences between the Chinese Govern- 
ment and the United States Government. However, these differences 
should not hinder China and the United States from establishing normal 
state relations on the basis of the Five Principles of mutual respect 
for sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual nonaggression, non- 
interference in each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, 
and peaceful coexistence; still less should they lead to war. As early as 
1955 the Chinese Government publicly stated that the Chinese people 
do not want to have a war with the United States and that the Chinese 
Government is willing to sit down and enter into negotiations with the 
United States Government. 

This is a policy which we have pursued consistently. We have taken 
note of the fact that in his speech before setting out for China President 
Nixon on his part said that “what we must do is to find a way to see that 
we can have differences without being enemies in war.” We hope that, 
through a frank exchange of views between our two sides to gain a clearer 
notion of our differences and make efforts to find common ground, a new 
start can be made in the relations between our two countries. 

In conclusion, I propose a toast 

—to the health of Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, 

—to the health of our other American guests, 

—to the health of all our friends and comrades present; and 

—to the friendship between the Chinese and American peoples. 
NOTE: The Premier spoke in Chinese and his remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


As printed above, this item follows a text made available by the White House Press 
Office. 


PEKING: BANQUET HONORING 
THE PRESIDENT 


The President’s Toast at the Banquet Hosted by Premier Chou En-lai. 
February 21, 1972 


Mr. Prime Minister and all of your distinguished guests this evening: 

On behalf of all of your American guests, I wish to thank you for the 
incomparable hospitality for which the Chinese people are justly famous 
throughout the world. I particularly want to pay tribute, not only to 
those who prepared the magnificent dinner, but also to those who have 
provided the splendid music. Never have I heard American music played 
better in a foreign land. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I wish to thank you for your very gracious and 
eloquent remarks. At this very moment, through the wonder of tele- 
communications, more people are seeing and hearing what we say than 
on any other such occasion in the whole history of the world. Yet, what 
we say here will not be long remembered. What we do here can change 
the world. 


As you said in your toast, the Chinese people are a great people, 
the American people are a great people. If our two people are enemies 
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the future of this world we share together is dark indeed. But if we can 
find common ground to work together, the chance for world peace is 
immeasurably increased. 

In the spirit of frankness which I hope will characterize our talks 
this week, let us recognize at the outset these points: We have at times in 
the past been enemies. We have great differences today. What brings 
us together is that we have common interests which transcend those 
differences. As we discuss our differences, neither of us will compromise 
our principles. But while we cannot close the gulf between us, we can try 
to bridge it so that we may be able to talk across it. 

So, let us, in these next 5 days, start a long march together, not in 
lockstep, but on different roads leading to the same goal, the goal of 
building a world structure of peace and justice in which all may stand 
together with equal dignity and in which each nation, large or small, 
has a right to determine its own form of government, free of outside 
interference or domination. The world watches. The world listens. The 
world waits to see what we will do. What is the world? In a personal 
sense, I think of my eldest daughter whose birthday is today. As I think 
of her, I think of all the children in the world, in Asia, in Africa, in 
Europe, in the Americas, most of whom were born since the date of the 
foundation of the People’s Republic of China. 

What legacy shall we leave our children? Are they destined to die 
for the hatreds which have plagued the old world, or are they destined 
to live because we had the vision to build a new world? 

There is no reason for us to be enemies. Neither of us seeks the 
territory of the other; neither of us seeks domination over the other; 
neither of us seeks to stretch out our hands and rule the world. 

Chairman Mao has written, “So many deeds cry out to be done, 
and always urgently. The world rolls on. Time passes. Ten thousand 
years are too long. Seize the day, seize the hour.” 

This is the hour. This is the day for our two peoples to rise to the 
heights of greatness which can build a new and a better world. 

In that spirit, I ask all of you present to join me in raising your 
glasses to Chairman Mao, to Prime Minister Chou, and to the friendship 
of the Chinese and American people which can lead to friendship and 
peace for all people in the world. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 p.m., local time. Following his remarks, an 
interpreter read the toast in Chinese. 


The exchange of toasts between Premier Chou En-lai and President Nixon was 
broadcast live via satellite on television. 








The Great Wall of China 


The President’s Informal Remarks to Reporters During 
His Tour of the Ba Da Ling Portion of the Wall. 
February 24, 1972 


Question. Mr. President, what did you think of the Wall? 

THe Present. The Great Wall stands there, the 
Wall going to the peak of the mountain. It runs hundreds 
of miles, as a matter of fact, thousands of miles over the 
mountains and through the valleys of this country. It was 
built over 2,000 years ago. 


I think that you would have to conclude that this is a 
great wall and it had to be built by a great people. Many 
lives, of course, were lost in building it. There was no 
machinery or equipment at the time. It had to all be 
done by hand. But under the circumstances, it is a cer- 
tain symbol of what China in the past has been and of 
what China in the future can become. People who could 
build a wall like this certainly have a great past to be 
proud of and a people who have this kind of a past must 
also have a great future. 

My hope is that in the future, perhaps as a result of 
the beginning that we have made on this journey, that 
many, many Americans, particularly the young Ameri- 
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cans who like to travel so much, will have an opportunity 
to come here as I have come here today with Mrs. Nixon 
and the others in our party, that they will be able to see 
this Wall, that they will think back as I think back to 
the history of these great people and that they will have 
an opportunity, as we have had an opportunity, to know 
the Chinese people, and know them better. 

What is most important is that we have an open world. 
As we look at this Wall, we do not want walls of any kind 
between peoples. I think one of the results of our trip, we 
hope, may be that the walls that are erected, whether they 
are physical walls like this or whether they are other walls, 
ideology or philosophy, will not divide peoples in the 
world; that peoples, regardless of their differences and 
backgrounds and their philosophies, will have an oppor- 
tunity to communicate with each other, know each other, 
and to share with each other those particular endeavors 
that will mean peaceful progress in the years ahead. 

So, all in all, I would say, finally, we have come a long 
way to be here today, 16,000 miles. Many things that have 
occurred on this trip have made me realize that it was 
worth coming, but I would say, as I look at the Wall, it is 
worth coming 16,000 miles just to stand here and see the 
Wall. 

Do you agree, Mr. Secretary? 

SECRETARY Rocers. I certainly do, Mr. President. It is 
really a tremendous privilege we have had. 

THE PreswentT. We will not climb to the top today. 
We are already meeting at the summit in Peking. 

Let me ask the members of the press, do you think it 
was worth coming? 

Reporters. Yes, Mr. President. 

THE Preswent. You know, you are lucky, and my 
wife is lucky, you get out to see the great points of interest. 
She gives me a report every night. Of course, I would not 
trade. My talks are very interesting, too. 

Q. Mr. President, are you finding the afterhour events 
as entertaining as we are, such as the athletic events? 

Tue Present. Fantastic. I thought the ballet was 
great, Tom, and I also thought that the athletic event last 
night was just superb. As you know, I have a rather casual 
interest in athletics and it has been so reported. The 
gymnastic events—I have never seen a tumbler like the 
last one. I have never seen that move made by a tumbler 
before. I didn’t think it was possible to make that move. 
Then the ping pong table, those little girls and teenaged 
boys! I used to play a little ping pong years ago—I 
thought I played it. Now I realize I was playing another 
game, except for the score. 

Then too, the ballet was, of course, as we all know, it 
had its message and that was one of its purposes but also, 
while it was a powerful message and intended for that, it 
was also very dramatic—excellent theater and excellent 
dancing and music, and really superb acting. I was very 
impressed. 

I have seen ballets all over the world, including the 
Soviet Union and the United States. This is certainly 


the equal of any ballet I have seen. I thought some of 
the production effects were very dramatic, too, like the 
scene where they showed the guerrilla forces going across 
the stage at the end at great speed in the dark. I can’t 
describe it, but certainly people who had a chance to see 
it on television will remember it. I thought another thing 
was the vivid effect when they had the rifle fire, having 
the gun powder smoke float back into the audience so we 
could smell it. You had a feel of realism that was quite 
vivid. 
Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: As printed above, this item follows the text of the White 
House press release issued at Peking, People’s Republic of China. 


The Ming Tombs 


The President’s Informal Remarks to Reporters During 
His Tour of the Tombs of the Emperors of the 
Ming Dynasty. February 24, 1972 


Tue Presmwent. I have not had an opportunity, of 
course, to see this before. The only thing I think is com- 
parable to it in the world is the Valley of Kings in Egypt. 
That is a very different time, of course, and a different 
country. 

But when one sees these tombs, while this does not go 
back very far in China’s history—its history goes back 
thousands of years rather than hundreds—it is again, 
of course, a reminder that they are very proud in terms of 
cultural development and the rest, a rich history of the 
Chinese people. 

As I said earlier, it is worth coming 16,000 miles to 
see the Wall, and it is worth coming that far to see this, 
too. 


Q. Will you be recommending that Americans apply 
for visas to have an opportunity to be tourists in China? 

Tue Present. I won’t comment on that question at 
this point. When we complete our meetings, we will see 
what kind of recommendations will be made in that 
respect. Certainly speaking in a general sense, I think it 
would be very valuable and worthwhile for Americans 
and, for that matter, people in all countries, to be able to 
visit China. It is a great and old civilization, these people 
who have given so much to the world in terms of culture 
and development in many ways. 

It is important as we think of ourselves as members of 
the family of man, that we know them and know them 
better, and I would hope that in the future that my chil- 
dren, and their children as well, would have the opportu- 
nity to come here. 

I would put it this way: that when we think of the 
world, most of us think of our own countries, some even 
our own States, and some just our cities. We should think 
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of the whole world, and we have not known Asia well 
enough. And when you speak of Asia, the great country 
of China is a country we have not known long enough. 
That communication has been cut for the last 20 years, 
and in the future I would hope one of the developments 
that would occur as a result of our trip is that apart from 
the relations between governments, that people will be 
able to come here, and that, of course, Chinese people 
would be able to come to the United States. 

I don’t mean to suggest that that exchange of people 
solves the problems of the world or problems between 


governments. But it so enriches the lives of people to know 
other civilizations and not to live simply on their own little 
island. 

That is why this experience, I am sure, is not only an 
interesting experience for us but for the members of the 
press. I think it reminds us that all of us must work for an 
open world where people of different cultures, different 
philosophies, and so forth, may at least have an opportu- 
nity to know each other. 


NoTE: As printed above, this item follows the text of the White 
House press release issued at Peking, People’s Republic of China. 





PEKING: BANQUET HONORING THE PREMIER 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Premier Chou En-lai at the 
Banquet Hosted by the President in the Great Hall of the People. 


February 25, 1972 


THE Preswent. Mr. Prime Minister and our very distinguished guests 
from the People’s Republic of China and the United States of America: 

It is a great privilege while we are guests in your country to be able 
to welcome you and the Chinese who are present here as our guests this 


evening. 


On behalf of Mrs. Nixon and all of the members of our official 
party, I want to express my deep appreciation for the boundless and 
gracious hospitality which you have extended to us. 

As you know, it is the custom in our country that the members of 
the press have the right to speak for themselves and that no one in gov- 
ernment can speak for them. But I am sure that all those from the 
American press who are here tonight will grant me the rare privilege of 
speaking for the press in extending their appreciation to you and your 
Government for the many courtesies you have extended to them. 

You have made it possible for the story of this historic visit to be 
read, seen, and heard by more people all over the world than on any 


previous occasion in history. 


Yesterday, along with hundreds of millions of viewers on television, 
we saw what is truly one of the wonders of the world, the Great Wall. 
As I walked along the Wall, I thought of the sacrifices that went into 
building it; I thought of what it showed about the determination of the 
Chinese people to retain their independence throughout their long 
history; I thought about the fact that the Wall tells us that China has 
a great history and that the people who built this Wonder of the World 


also have a great future. 


The Great Wall is no longer a wall dividing China from the rest 
of the world, but it is a reminder of the fact that there are many walls 
still existing in the world which divide nations and peoples. 

The Great Wall is also a reminder that for almost a generation 
there has been a wall between the People’s Republic of China and the 


United States of America. 


In these past 4 days we have begun the long process of removing that 
wall between us. We began our talks, recognizing that we have great 
differences but we are determined that those differences not prevent us 


from living together in peace. 
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You believe deeply in your system and we believe just as deeply in 
our system. It is not our common beliefs that have brought us together 
here, but our common interests and our common hopes, the interests that 
each of us has to maintain our independence and the security of our 
peoples and the hope that each of us has to build a new world order in 
which nations and peoples with different systems and different values can 
live together in peace, respecting one another while disagreeing with one 
another, letting history rather than the battlefield be the judge of their 
different ideas. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you have noted that the plane which brought us 
here is named the Spirit of ’76. Just this week, we have celebrated in 
America the birth of George Washington, the Father of our Country, 
who led America to independence in our Revolution and served as our 
first President. 

He bade farewell at the close of his term with these words to his 
countrymen: “Observe good faith and justice toward all nations. Culti- 
vate peace and harmony with all.” 

It is in that spirit, the spirit of ’76, that I ask you to rise and join 
me in a toast to Chairman Mao, to Premier Chou, to the people of our 
two countries, and to the hope of our children that peace and harmony 
can be the legacy of our generation to theirs. 

Premier Cuov. Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, ladies and gentle- 
men, comrades and friends: 

First of all, on behalf of all my Chinese colleagues here and in my 
own name, I would like to express appreciation to President and Mrs. 
Nixon for inviting us to this banquet. 

The President and his party are leaving Peking tomorrow to visit 
southern parts of China. In the past few days President Nixon met with 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung and our two sides held a number of further 
talks in which we exchanged views on the normalization of relations 
between China and the United States and on other questions of concern 
to the two sides. | 

There exist great differences of principle between our two sides. 
Through earnest and frank discussions a clearer knowledge of each other’s 
positions and stands has been gained. This has been beneficial to both 
sides. 

The times are advancing and the world changing. We are deeply 
convinced that the strength of the people is powerful and that whatever 
zig-zags and reverses there will be in the development of history, the 
general trend of the world is definitely towards light and not darkness. 

It is the common desire of the Chinese and American peoples to 
enhance their mutual understanding and friendship and promote the 
normalization of relations between China and the United States. The 
Chinese Government and people will work unswervingly towards this 
goal. 

I now propose a toast to the great American people, to the great 
Chinese people, to the friendship of the Chinese and American peoples, 
to the health of President Nixon and Mrs. Nixon, and to the health of 
all the other American guests present. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m., local time, in the Great Hall of the People. 
He spoke in English and the Premier in Chinese; their toasts were translated by an 
interpreter. 

The exchange of toasts was broadcast live via satellite on television. 
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HANGCHOW: BANQUET HONORING THE 
PRESIDENT 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Nan Ping, Chairman of the 
Provincial Revolutionary Committee of Chekiang, at the Banquet in the 
Hangchow Hotel. February 26, 1972 


CHAIRMAN NAN Pine. Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, ladies and gentle- 
men, comrades and friends: 

We feel happy that President Nixon and Mrs. Nixon and all our 
other American guests have come here to Hangchow today for a visit. 
I would like to express welcome to you on behalf of the Revolutionary 
Committees of Chekiang Province and Hangchow City. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to express thanks to 
President Nixon because the previous gift that has been given to the 
leaders and people of our country by Mr. Nixon, the Redwood trees, are 
planted here in our city, and we hope that they will continuously grow 
taller and stronger as a symbol of the friendship between the Chinese 
and American people. . 

Hangchow is a scenic spot of well-known fame in China, and we 
hope that aside from your busy work, you will be able to get some good 
rest during your stay here. 

I propose a toast to the health of Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, 
to the health of all our other American guests, to the health of all our 
friends and comrades present here, and to the friendship between the 
peoples of China and the United States. 

THE PrEswENT. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Prime Minister, and all of our 
friends from China and the United States: 

When we were planning the schedule for our visit to the People’s 
Republic of China, the Prime Minister determined what cities we would 
visit. Our time would only permit Peking, of course, and two other cities 
in this great country. The Prime Minister naturally said one city must be 
Shanghai, the biggest city in China. And then, out of all of the other 
great cities in China, he said the other city must be Hangchow. 

Now that we have been here, now that we have seen the splendor of 
this city, we realize why it has been said that heaven is above and beneath 
are Hangchow and Soochow. I am sure that the proud citizens of this 
province would say that Peking is the head of China, but Hangchow 
is the heart of China. 

Tonight I wish to express appreciation on behalf of all of our party 
for this wonderful banquet and particularly for the beautiful decorations 
that we see here and on these tables which are a tribute to the great 
sense of beauty for which Hangchow is famous all over the world. 

I think that since we have applauded the Chairman of the Revolu- 
tionary Committee and others, that all of us, too, would like to join in 
applause for those who prepared this wonderful banquet, who prepared 
these beautiful decorations, and who served us so beautifully tonight. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Prime Minister, I propose tonight a toast to 
the health of Chairman Mao Tse-tung, to the health of Premier Chou, 
to the friendship between the Chinese people and the American people, 
and to our children and their children. May their future be as bright 
as the beauty of Hangchow. 
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On this informal occasion, may I express my appreciation to my 
Chinese voice, to Mrs. Chang. I listened to her translation. She got 
every word right. 

NOTE: The Chairman spoke at 9:18 p.m., local time, in the Hangchow Hotel. He 
spoke in Chinese and the President in English; their toasts were translated by an 
interpreter. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House press release 
issued at Hangchow, People’s Republic of China. 


SHANGHAI: JOINT COMMUNIQUE 


Text of the Joint Statement Issued at the Conclusion of the President’s 
Visit. February 27, 1972 


President Richard Nixon of the United States of America visited the 
People’s Republic of China at the invitation of Premier Chou En-lai of 
the People’s Republic of China from February 21 to February 28, 1972. 
Accompanying the President were Mrs. Nixon, U.S. Secretary of State 
William Rogers, Assistant to the President Dr. Henry Kissinger, and other 
American officials. 

President Nixon met with Chairman Mao Tse-tung of the Com- 
munist Party of China on February 21. The two leaders had a serious and 
frank exchange of views on Sino-U.S. relations and world affairs. 

During the visit, extensive, earnest and frank discussions were held 
between President Nixon and Premier Chou En-lai on the normalization 
of relations between the United States of America and the People’s 
Republic of China, as well as on other matters of interest to both sides. In 
addition, Secretary of State William Rogers and Foreign Minister Chi 
Peng-fei held talks in the same spirit. 

President Nixon and his party visited Peking and viewed cultural, 
industrial and agricultural sites, and they also toured Hangchow and 
Shanghai where, continuing discussions with Chinese leaders, they viewed 
similar places of interest. 

The leaders of the People’s Republic of China and the United States 
of America found it beneficial to have this opportunity, after so many 
years without contact, to present candidly to one another their views on a 
variety of issues. They reviewed the international situation in which 
important changes and great upheavals are taking place and expounded 
their respective positions and attitudes. 

The USS. side stated: Peace in Asia and peace in the world requires 
efforts both to reduce immediate tensions and to eliminate the basic causes 
of conflict. The United States will work for a just and secure peace: just, 
because it fulfills the aspirations of peoples and nations for freedom and 

progress ; secure, because it removes the danger of foreign aggression. The 
United States supports individual freedom and social progress for all the 
peoples of the world, free of outside pressure or intervention. The United 
States believes that the effort to reduce tensions is served by improving 
communication between countries that have different ideologies so as to 
lessen the risks of confrontation through accident, miscalculation or mis- 
understanding. Countries should treat each other with mutual respect and 
be willing to compete peacefully, letting performance be the ultimate 
judge. No country should claim infallibility and each country should be 
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prepared to re-examine its own attitudes for the common good. The 
United States stressed that the peoples of Indochina should be allowed to 
determine their destiny without outside intervention ; its constant primary 
objective has been a negotiated solution; the eight-point proposal put 
forward by the Republic of Vietnam and the United States on January 27, 
1972 represents a basis for the attainment of that objective ; in the absence 
of a negotiated settlement the United States envisages the ultimate with- 
drawal of all U.S. forces from the region consistent with the aim of 
self-determination for each country of Indochina. The United States will 
maintain its close ties with and support for the Republic of Korea; the 
United States will support efforts of the Republic of Korea to seek a 
relaxation of tension and increased communication in the Korean 
peninsula. The United States places the highest value on its friendly 
relations with Japan; it will continue to develop the existing close bonds. 
Consistent with the United Nations Security Council Resolution of 
December 21, 1971, the United States favors the continuation of the 
ceasefire between India and Pakistan and the withdrawal of all military 
forces to within their own territories and to their own sides of the ceasefire 
line in Jammu and Kashmir; the United States supports the right of the 
peoples of South Asia to shape their own future in peace, free of military 
threat, and without having the area become the subject of great power 
rivalry. 

The Chinese side stated: Wherever there is oppression, there is 
resistance. Countries want independence, nations want liberation and the 
people want revolution—this has become the irresistible trend of history. 
All nations, big or small, should be equal; big nations should not bully the 
small and strong nations should not bully the weak. China will never be 
a superpower and it opposes hegemony and power politics of any kind. 
The Chinese side stated that it firmly supports the struggles of all the 
oppressed people and nations for freedom and liberation and that the 
people of all countries have the right to choose their social systems 
according to their own wishes and the right to safeguard the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of their own countries and oppose 
foreign aggression, interference, control and subversion. All foreign troops 
should be withdrawn to their own countries. 

The Chinese side expressed its firm support to the peoples of Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia in their efforts for the attainment of their goal and 
its firm support to the seven-point proposal of the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam and the elabora- 
tion of February this year on the two key problems in the proposal, and 
to the Joint Declaration of the Summit Conference of the Indochinese 
Peoples. It firmly supports the eight-point program for the peaceful 
unification of Korea put forward by the Government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea on April 12, 1971, and the stand for the 
abolition of the “U.N. Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation 
of Korea.” It firmly opposes the revival and outward expansion of 
Japanese militarism and firmly supports the Japanese people’s desire to 
build an independent, democratic, peaceful and neutral Japan. It firmly 
maintains that India and Pakistan should, in accordance with the United 
Nations resolutions on the India-Pakistan question, immediately withdraw 
all their forces to their respective territories and to their own sides of the 
ceasefire line in Jammu and Kashmir and firmly supports the Pakistan 
Government and people in their struggle to preserve their independence 
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and sovereignty and the people of Jammu and Kashmir in their struggle 
for the right of self-determination. 

There are essential differences between China and the United States 
in their social systems and foreign policies. However, the two sides agreed 
that countries, regardless of their social systems, should conduct their 
relations on the principles of respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all states, non-aggression against other states, non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other states, equality and mutual benefit, and 
peaceful coexistence. International disputes should be settled on this basis, 
without resorting to the use or threat of force. The United States and the 
People’s Republic of China are prepared to apply these principles to their 
mutual relations. 


With these principles of international relations in mind the two sides 
stated that: 


—progress toward the normalization of relations between China and 
the United States is in the interests of all countries; 

—both wish to reduce the danger of international military conflict; 

—neither should seek hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region and each 
is opposed to efforts by any other country or group of countries to 
establish such hegemony ; and 

—neither is prepared to negotiate on behalf of any third party or to 


enter into agreements or understandings with the other directed at 
other states. 


Both sides are of the view that it would be against the interests of the 
peoples of the world for any major country to collude with another against 
other countries, or for major countries to divide up the world into spheres 
of interest. 

The two sides reviewed the long-standing serious disputes between 
China and the United States. The Chinese side reaffirmed its position: 
The Taiwan question is the crucial question obstructing the normalization 
of relations between China and the United States; the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China is the sole legal government of China; 
Taiwan is a province of China which has long been returned to the 
motherland; the liberation of Taiwan is China’s internal affair in which 
no other country has the right to interfere; and all U.S. forces and 
military installations must be withdrawn from Taiwan. The Chinese Gov- 
ernment firmly opposes any activities which aim at the creation of “one 
China, one Taiwan,” “one China, two governments,” “two Chinas,” and 
“independent Taiwan” or advocate that “the status of Taiwan remains 
to be determined.” 

The U.S. side declared: The United States acknowledges that all 
Chinese on either side of the Taiwan Strait maintain there is but one 
China and that Taiwan is a part of China. The United States Government 
does not challenge that position. It reaffirms its interest in a peaceful 
settlement of the Taiwan question by the Chinese themselves. With this 
prospect in mind, it affirms the ultimate objective of the withdrawal of 
all U.S. forces and military installations from Taiwan. In the meantime, 
it will progressively reduce its forces and military installations on Taiwan 
as the tension in the area diminishes. 

The two sides agreed that it is desirable to broaden the understanding 
between the two peoples. To this end, they discussed specific areas in such 
fields as science, technology, culture, sports and journalism, in which 
people-to-people contacts and exchanges would be mutually beneficial. 
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Each side undertakes to facilitate the further development of such contacts 
and exchanges. 

Both sides view bilateral trade as another area from which mutual 
benefit can be derived, and agreed that economic relations based on 
equality and mutual benefit are in the interest of the peoples of the two 
countries. They agree to facilitate the progressive development of trade 
between their two countries. 

The two sides agreed that they will stay in contact through various 
channels, including the sending of a senior U.S. representative to Peking 
from time to time for concrete consultations to further the normalization 
of relations between the two countries and continue to exchange views on 
issues of common interest. 

The two sides expressed the hope that the gains achieved during this 
visit would open up new prospects for the relations between the two 
countries. They believe tiat the normalization of relations between the 
two countries is not only in the interest of the Chinese and American 
peoples but also contributes to the relaxation of tension in Asia and the 
world. 

President Nixon, Mrs. Nixon and the American party expressed their 
appreciation for the gracious hospitality shown them by the Government 
and people of the People’s Republic of China. 


NOTE: The joint statement was released at Shanghai, People’s Republic of China. 
For a news conference of Dr. Henry Kissinger and Assistant Secretary of State 
Marshall Green and a statement by the White House Press Secretary on the com- 








muniqué, see the following two items. 





Shanghai: Joint Communique 


News Conference of Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
to the President for National Security Affairs, and 
Marshall Green, Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs. February 27, 1972 


Mr. ZieGLer. You have had a chance to read over the 
communiqué. Dr. Kissinger is here to discuss it with you 
and take your questions. What Dr. Kissinger says is on the 
record. Together with Dr. Kissinger is Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Marshall Green who, as you know, partici- 
pated in all the meetings with Secretary of State Rogers 
when he met with the Foreign Minister, and he is here 
also to discuss the communiqué with you and to take 
your questions, together with Dr. Kissinger. 

We will begin with Dr. Kissinger. 

Dr. Kissincer. Let me make a few preliminary ob- 
servations before we go to your questions. Let me do it 
in two parts: the process, and there is obviously the com- 
muniqué produced, and secondly, what does it mean in 
general terms. Then I believe that I will be prepared to 
answer questions. 

First, how was the communiqué produced? From the 
beginning of our contacts with the People’s Republic of 
China, there were some obvious general considerations of 


what the outcome of a meeting between the President and 
the leaders of the People’s Republic might be. 

During the interim visit there was some exploratory 
conversation of an outcome in the conventional sense in 
which both sides tend to state general positions which 
they afterwards choose to interpret, each in their own way. 

It was, therefore, decided early in the meetings on 
this occasion between the President and Prime Minister 
that such an approach would make no sense. It would 
not be worthy of the purposes that were attempted to be 
served. 

It was therefore decided that each side would state its 
position on issues in a section which it would produce 
more or less independent of the other. It would not pre- 
tend to an agreement which did not exist and which 
would have to be interpreted away in subsequent imple- 
mentations. Therefore, the beginning part of the com- 
muniqué represents, in effect, a statement by each side 
of some of its general principles. 

On our side, they were deliberately not phrased in a 
contentious way. While in discussions some of the argu- 
ments made by the Chinese side were, of course, rebutted, 
we did not feel that this was the appropriate vehicle to 
do so, but rather to state what our positive view was. 

For that matter, the Chinese side did not rebut argu- 
ments which we made in our section that they did not 
particularly agree with. 














WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, FEBRUARY 28, 1972 477 


In order to present these two views on an equal basis, 
it had been decided that in the text issued by the Amer- 
ican Government, the U.S. position would be stated first, 
and in the text to be issued by the Chinese Government, 
the Chinese version would be stated first. 

I mention this only so that you will not be surprised 
if the Chinese version follows a different sequence from 
the American version. This is by agreement. Both versions 
are official and are being put out on the basis of this 
agreement. 

The procedure that was followed here was that issues 
of general principle were first discussed in the meetings 
between the President and the Prime Minister. They were 
then, after they had been explored for some time, trans- 
ferred to the meetings chaired by the Secretary of State 
and the Foreign Minister of the People’s Republic of 
China. Then, if any additional issues arose, they might be 
referred back to the meeting of the President and the 
Prime Minister. 

In drafting the communiqué, various sections were pro- 
duced by various elements of the American side. I played 
the role of go-between on our side and the Vice Foreign 
Minister, whose name I despair of ever learning to pro- 
nounce, on the Chinese side. 

In this manner, as we put together the various para- 
graphs that were supplied to us on our side by various 
individuals, if we reached a point at which agreement 
seemed near or possible, we would then go back to our 
principals and to the Secretary of State. Through this 
process, the communiqué was finally achieved. 

For example, some of the sessions were quite prolonged. 
The last few nights the sessions went on until the early 
hours of the morning with the President. In Peking, the 
Chinese delegation had a house in the guest complex, 
and most of the sessions took place in that house. As a 
paragraph was finished, it would typically go back then 
to the President who was in the next house, and this went 
on Friday night until about 5 in the morning. 

So much for the process. Let me say something about 
the content. Obviously neither side would have written 
this communiqué this way if it had been able to draft it 
entirely by itself. Therefore, it represented an attempt by 
two countries that had been out of contact for a long 
time to find a basis to convey first some immediate under- 
standings, but beyond that, to start a process by which 
they could bring about a closer relationship over a period 
of time and by which they could, where interests con- 
verged, act in a more nearly parallel fashion and where 
interests differed, to mitigate the consequences of those 
disagreements. 

So the communiqué ought to be seen in two aspects: 
first, in terms of the specific principles and conclusions it 
states, and secondly, in terms of the direction to which 
it seeks to point. It is on that basis that we are presenting 
it to the American people and on which the People’s Re- 
public is presenting it as well. 


Now, this is all that I want to say by way of introduc- 
tion. I wonder whether Marshall Green would like to add 
a few words, and then we will be glad to answer questions. 

Mr. Green. I have just a few words. First of all with 
regard to the P.R.C. authority with whom Dr. Kissinger 
was maintaining the discussions, it was Chiao Kuan- 
hua—just to clarify that point. 

I don’t think I really have much to add. Our talks under 
Secretary Rogers on our side, and Foreign Minister Chi 
Peng-fei for the People’s Republic of China, extended 
over, I believe, 10 hours all together . 

But it was not just the talks themselves. We had fre- 
quent occasion, as you could imagine with all the fine 
food you have eaten—occasionally waiting to have that 
fine food to have extensive talks also, and a number of 
matters could be discussed in that context. 

Also, it was not just that, but the Secretary did have 
a chance to meet on a number of occasions with the 
Prime Minister. Most recently, coming down on the plane, 
he had an hour and a half from Peking to Hangchow. And 
then today the Prime Minister called on him in his hotel 
room for about 40 minutes. 

I would say that the talks and the counterpart meetings 
were characterized by candor, friendliness, and courtesy 
and hospitality, as I am sure you have all seen, on the part 
of our Chinese hosts. There was no pulling of punches, not 
physically, of course. They were outspoken, no effort to 
cover up or paper over differences, but to have it out. It is 
good for the system. I think in so doing one has a much 
better appreciation of the other person’s point of view. 

As far as the specifics are concerned, in the talks, I 
really can’t say much more than what already appears 
in the communiqué itself, although some of the points 
there may raise questions. 

Q. On page 4, in stating that the United States will 
progressively reduce its forces in military installations on 
Taiwan, was that decision a result of the discussions here in 
China? 

Dr. Kissincer. No, this is a general statement of our 
policy which we have enunciated on innumerable occa- 
sions in innumerable forums. It says that we maintain the 
amount of forces that is required by the general situation 
and not by any abstract determination. It is a state- 
ment of our general policy, but not a mutual decision. 

Q. Is there any sign now that the conditions would lead 
to a reduction of the American military force in Taiwan 
shortly? 

Dr. Kissincer. I don’t want to speculate on what 
will be done over a period of time, but if you speak about 
“shortly,” I would not expect that. 

Q. Why did not the United States Government re- 
affirm its treaty commitment to Taiwan, as the President 
and you have done on numerous occasions? 

Dr. Kisstncer. Let me take this occasion to deal with 
that particular aspect, and let me deal with it once, and 
not answer it in innumerable elliptical forms in which, 
no doubt, it will be presented. 








478 WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, FEBRUARY 28, 1972 


The particular issue which Mr. Kraslow raised is, of 
course, an extraordinarily difficult one to discuss on the 
territory of a country with which we do not maintain 
formal diplomatic relations and for which this particular 
issue is a matter of profound principle. 

Let me, therefore, state in response to this and any 
related question—and let me do it once and not repeat 
it. We stated our basic position with respect to this issue 
in the President’s world report in which we say that this 
treaty will be maintained. Nothing has changed in that 
position. 

But I would appreciate it if that would be all that I 
would be asked to say about it in these circumstances. 
But the position of the world report stands and has been 
unaltered. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, the possibility is mentioned of the 
United States sending a representative to Peking from time 
to time. Is there any likelihood that this process might be 
reversed and Peking might send a representative to 
Washington? 

Dr. Kissincer. The situation of the two sides is not 
exactly equal in this respect because in Washington there 
is a Chinese representation different from that that would 
be sent under the hypothesis which you mention. How- 
ever, what we envisage is the establishment of a contact 
point, to begin with, in which the discussions about the 
exchanges and trade that are mentioned in the preceding 
paragraphs will be formally conducted and as soon as this 
contact point has been established, it will be announced 
and the visit of a U.S. representative to Peking would take 
place as the need arises, and as particular issues of great 
importance need to be discussed. This, however, is not 
to the exclusion of any other possibility. 

Q. What do you mean by “a contact point’’? 

Dr. Kissincer. For example, there existed for a while, 
and formally still exists, a forum in Warsaw where US. 
and Chinese officials met—something of this kind. As soon 
as that is established, which we expect will be in the rea- 
sonably near future, we will announce it. 

Q. Will that be established in the United States or 
Canada or some other country? 

Dr. Kissincer. I don’t expect it to be in the United 
States, but I don’t want to speculate beyond that. 

Q. Can we assume that the President and Prime Minis- 
ter discussed all these differences face-to-face, specifically 
their differences over Vietnam and the reduction of troops 
on Taiwan? Were these positions stated openly? 

Dr. Kissincer. All differences were discussed by the 
President and the Prime Minister face to face, candidly 
and seriously, including those which you mentioned. 

Q. Can you point to anything in this document in 
which the People’s Republic of China goes any significant 
step beyond its position at the time of the first ping pong 
exchanges? 

Dr. Kissincer. Let me say two things: We are not ap- 
proaching this from the point of view of a scoreboard of 


seeing who scored how many points on which issue. At 
the time of the first ping pong exchange, if I understand 
the position of the People’s Republic of China, it was that 
some very low-level people-to-people exchanges would 
occur. 

The formalization of exchanges encouraged by the two 
governments, the opening of trade encouraged by the two 
governments, the establishment of diplomatic mecha- 
nisms for continued contact, the joint statement of some 
general principles of international relations, the joint state- 
ment of some basic approaches to the view of the world 
with respect to, for example, the section which includes the 
reference to hegemony—these, I believe, are matters that 
most of us would have considered unthinkable at the time 
of the invitation to the ping pong team. 

But I would put them on the basis of mutuality rather 
than of any unilateral movement on the part of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Q. Henry, is this the first time that a President of the 
United States has formally picked up the language of the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence? 

Dr. Kissincer. I have to say I am simply not sure. All 
I would reply, again, would be an answer in the same 
terms as I did to Mr. Frankel. The question is not who 
put forward the proposals. The question is: Does it con- 
tain principles that we can live by and since we have said 
we are prepared to apply these principles during the next 
one on the non-use of force, and since both sides have 
stated this, it does not really make a crucial difference 
who put it forward first. 

Q. How much progress was there made in advancing 
the ball, in response to the question asked by George 
Ball on the trips, “is this necessary?” How much further 
did we go than in your original discussions with Premier 
Chou? 

Dr. Kissincer. The character of the discussions in- 
evitably is entirely different when the President of the 
United States talks than when an assistant talks who can- 
not make any definitive statement. The basic objective of 
this trip was to set in motion a train of events and an 
evolution in the policy of our two countries which both 
sides recognized would be slow at first and present many 
difficulties and in which a great deal depended on the 
assessment by each side of the understanding by the other 
of what was involved in this process and of the assessment 
by each side of the reliability of the other in being able 
to pursue this for the amount of time necessary to see it 
prevail. 

In this sense it almost had to be conducted by the heads 
of the two governments and in this sense I would say that 
in the depth and seriousness of the discussions it went, ob- 
viously, beyond what had been discussed in my visits and 
heyond our expectations. 

Q. Did Chairman Mao participate? Did his partici- 
pation go to the detailed substance of this matter or was 
it largely philosophical and general? 
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Dr. Kissincer. I don’t believe that it would be appro- 
priate for me to go into detail about the content of the 
conversation with Chairman Mao. I may say, however, 
that Chairman Mao and the President discussed each of 
the essential categories in a general way and we have 
every reason to believe that the Prime Minister checked 
with the Chairman at every step along the way. But it 
was not just a vague philosophical discussion. 

Q. The assertion of respect for sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity, combined with the statement of respect 
for one China, could that be construed as meaning that the 
United States notes the claim of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China, its claim to sovereignty over 
Taiwan? 

Dr. Kissincer. Our view with respect to Taiwan has 
been exhaustively stated in that paragraph you refer to 
and we add nothing to it. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, can you tell us whether there is any 
timetable under which you are going to undertake to fa- 
cilitate the contacts and exchanges in the cultural, sports, 
and journalistic areas? 

Dr. Kisstncer. There is no precise timetable, Walter, 
but I think it is correct to say that both sides understand 
that this will be pursued with some dispatch. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, in the light of the statement by the 
Government of China that the Chinese side said that the 
Taiwan question is the crucial question obstructing the 
normalization of relations, does this timetable depend on 
further progress in the solution of the Taiwan question? 

Dr. Kissincer. No. That is independent of the other, 
though at what point the two would become interdepend- 
ent again, I cannot judge. But as this is written now, my 
answer to Walter Cronkite stands on its own feet. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, where the communiqué states, “Both 
sides are of the view that it would be against the interests 
of the peoples of the world for any major country to col- 
lude with another against other countries, or for major 
countries to divide up the world into spheres of interest,” 
was that a result of your talks about Sino-Soviet tensions 
or was the Soviet Union involved in the talks? Does this 
refer to how the United States views the relationship be- 
tween China and the U.S. and the Soviet Union? 

Dr. Kissmncer. We have said on many occasions, and 
I will say it again here, that as far as the United States is 
concerned, our relationship with the People’s Republic 
of China is not directed against the Soviet Union, and 
while the People’s Republic is well able to speak for it- 
self, and my megalomania has not reached the point where 
I believe that I can speak for it, I believe that it is clear 
to us that neither is the policy of the People’s Republic 
of China in its relations with us directed against the 
Soviet Union. 

We are pursuing our policy with the People’s Republic 
of China on the ground that a stable peace in the world 
is difficult to envisage if 800 million people are excluded 


from a dialogue with the most powerful nation in the 
world and we are conducting our discussions with the 
People’s Republic entirely on the merits of that 
relationship. 

The paragraph on hegemony will arise only if any coun- 
try should seek it, but we had no particular country in 
mind when it was being drafted. 

Q. In the paragraph referring to the reduction of forces 
and military installations on Taiwan as the tension in the 
area diminishes, is this an exclusive reference to Indo- 
china as the area? 

Dr. Kisstncer. No. It is a reference to the genera 
area. It is not a reference to any particular part of Asia. 

Q. What conditions in that area would keep American 
troops on Taiwan? What tensions in the area of Taiwan 
now require the presence of American troops there? 

Dr. Kissincer. We are talking about the general state 
of relationships in Asia and in the world. It is in reference 
to that that our general decisions on deployments will be 
made. 


Q. Dr. Kissinger, the President said in a television 
interview the beginning of January that he would bring 
up the question of American prisoners of war in Vietnam 
when he came to China. Can you tell us if it came up 
and what the reaction was? 

Dr. Kissincer. Obviously, as the communiqué makes 
clear the issue of Vietnam was discussed and it is also 
clear that we would not discuss it without mentioning 
our concern with respect to the prisoners. The position of 
the People’s Republic is as stated in the communiqué that 
it supports the seven-point proposal made by the Provi- 
sional Government—by the PRG, and I think it is a fair 
characterization of the basic positions. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, there is a paragraph that says “In- 
ternational disputes should be settled on this basis, with- 
out resorting to the use or threat of force.” Since the 
People’s Republic says the difficulty with us on Taiwan is 
an international issue, does this mean that they have 
agreed not to use force or the threat of force in settling 
or solving that? 

Dr. Kisstincer. The formal position of the People’s 
Republic of China with respect to Taiwan is a matter, of 
course, of extreme delicacy for us to discuss here at all. 
Clearly, they do not, as they have stated in their part 
of the section on Taiwan, consider it an international 
problem in any normal sense. Clearly, the formal state- 
ments with respect to this issue have to be drafted with 
the various perspectives in mind. 

Reporter. Thank you, gentlemen. 

NOTE: White House Press Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler opened the 
news conference at 5:50 p.m., local time, at the Industrial Exhibi- 
tion Center Banquet Hall, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China. 

For the text of the joint communiqué, see the preceding item. 


For a statement on the communiqué by the White House Press 
Secretary, see the following item. 
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Shanghai: Joint Communique 


Statement by Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary to the 
President. February 27,1972 


President Nixon and Premier Chou En-lai have 
reached agreement on a joint communiqué. This com- 
muniqué reflects the position of the United States and 
the People’s Republic of China on various bilateral and 
international issues which were discussed during Presi- 
dent Nixon’s visit to the People’s Republic of China. 

The day President Nixon arrived in Peking he met 
with Chairman Mao Tse-tung. The two leaders had a 
serious and frank exchange of views on Sino-U'S. rela- 
tions and world affairs. During the President’s 7-day visit 
to the People’s Republic of China extensive, frank, and 
honest discussions were held between President Nixon 
and Premier Chou En-lai. The discussions were held on 
the normalization of relations between the United States 
and the People’s Republic of China, as well as on other 
matters of interest to both sides. 

The two leaders participated in over 15 hours of formal 
talks. In addition, Secretary of State Rogers and Foreign 
Minister Che Pang-fei held discussions in the same spirit 
and participated in about 15 hours of formal discussions. 

So the communiqué reflects over 30 hours of formal 
discussions between the United States and the People’s 
Republic of China. The very fact of the joint com- 
muniqué between the two governments is symbolic of 
the greater understanding produced through the face-to- 
face discussions that have been held. 

It is President Nixon’s hope that this historic beginning 


to improve communications between the United States 
and the People’s Republic of China will significantly con- 
tribute to a more stable structure of peace in the world. 


The communiqué honestly reflects the differences that 
both sides recognize exist and states those areas where 
both sides found common views and have agreed to 
take specific steps to further improve their relationship. 
The communiqué, in stating its general attitude, says, 
“The leaders of the People’s Republic of China and the 
United States of America found it beneficial to have 
this opportunity, after so many years without contact, to 
present candidly to one another their views on a variety 
of issues.” 


The communiqué goes on to say: “There are essen- 

tial differences between China and the United States 
in their social systems and foreign policies. However, the 
two sides agreed that countries, regardless of their social 
systems, should conduct their relations on the principles 
of respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all 
states, non-aggression against other states, non-interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of other states, equality and 
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. International 
disputes should be settled on this basis, without resort- 
ing to the use or threat of force. The United States and 
the People’s Republic of China are prepared to apply 
these principles to their mutual relations.” 
NOTE: Press Secretary Ziegler read the statement to reporters at 
6:40 p.m., local time, in the Industrial Exhibition Center Banquet 
Hall, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China. As printed above, 
this item follows the text of the White House press release. 

For the text of the joint communiqué and a news conference of 


Dr. Henry Kissinger and Assistant Secretary of State Marshall 
Green, see the preceding two items. 





SHANGHAI: BANQUET HONORING THE 


PRESIDENT 
Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Chang Chun-chiao, Chairman 


of the Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary Committee, at the 
Banquet in the Exhibition Hall. February 27, 1972 


CHAIRMAN CHANG. Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon, ladies and gentle- 


men, friends and comrades: 


After having visited Peking and Hangchow, President Nixon and 
Mrs. Nixon and our other American guests have today come to Shanghai. 
On behalf of the Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary Committee, I extend 


our welcome to all of you. 


I would like to take this opportunity to extend to the great American 
people the good wishes and cordial greetings of the people of Shanghai. 

During his current visit to our country, President Nixon had a meet- 
ing with Chairman Mao Tse-tung and held many talks with Premier 
Chou En-lai. The two sides had a serious and frank exchange of views on 
the normalization of the relations between China and the United States 
and on matters of interest to the two sides. 
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We people of Shanghai, like the people throughout the country, wel- 
come this positive action which conforms to the common desires of the 
peoples of China and the United States. And we are glad that it is in 
Shanghai today that we have reached agreement on the joint communi- 
qué after discussions which took place over the past few days. 

Shanghai is a city where our people have relatively a lot of contacts 
with people from other countries. In the 23 years since the liberation of 
the city in 1949, fundamental changes have taken place and our city has 
now been preliminarily transformed and built into a comprehensive social- 
ist industrial base of our country, but this means that we have only com- 
pleted the first step of our long march and at present the industry of 
Shanghai is not yet very advanced and in some aspects it is still rather 
backward. 

More heavy and arduous tasks still await us and the working class 
and the people of the entire Shanghai municipality are continuing to 
work hard under the leadership of the Communist Party of China along 
the road charted by Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the road of maintaining 
independence and keeping the initiative in our own hands and relying on 
our own efforts. 

On the eve of the departure from our country for home of Mr. 
President and Mrs. Nixon, and our other American guests, I would like 
to propose a toast to the health of President Nixon and Mrs. Nixon, to 
the health of our other American guests, and to the friendship between 
the great Chinese people and the great American people. 

THE PresweNnT. Mr. Prime Minister, Chairman Chang, and our 
Chinese and American friends: 

This magnificent banquet marks the end of our stay in the People’s 
Republic of China. We have been here a week. This was the week that 
changed the world. 

As we look back over this week, we think of the boundless hospi- 
tality that has been extended to all of us by our Chinese friends. 

We have, today, seen the progress of modern times. We have seen 
the matchless wonders of ancient times. We have seen also the beauty of 
the countryside, the vibrancy of a great city, Shanghai. All of this we 
have enjoyed enormously. 

What was most important was the fact that we had the opportunity 
to have talks with Chairman Mao, with Prime Minister Chou En-lai, with 
the Foreign Minister and other people in the government. 

The joint communiqué which we have issued today summarizes the 
results of our talks. That communiqué will make headlines around the 
world tomorrow. But what we have said in that communiqué is not nearly 
as important as what we will do in the years ahead to build a bridge across 
16,000 miles and 22 years of hostility which have divided us in the past. 

What we have said today is that we shall build that bridge. And 
because the Chinese people and the American people, as the Prime Min- 
ister has said, are a great people, we can build that long bridge. 

To do so requires more than the letters, the words of the communi- 
qué. The letters and the words are a beginning, but the actions that fol- 
low must be in the spirit that characterized our talks. 

With Chairman Mao, with the Prime Minister, and with others with 
whom we have met, our talks have been characterized by frankness, by 
honesty, by determination, and above all, by mutual respect. 
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Our communiqué indicates, as it should, some areas of difference. It 
also indicates some areas of agreement. To mention only one that is par- 
ticularly appropriate here in Shanghai, is the fact that this great city, over 
the past, has on many occasions been the victim of foreign aggression and 
foreign occupation. And we join the Chinese people, we the American 
people, in our dedication to this principle: That never again shall for- 
eign domination, foreign occupation, be visited upon this city or any part 
of China or any independent country in this world. 

Mr. Prime Minister, our two peoples tonight hold the future of the 
world in our hands. As we think of that future, we are dedicated to the 
principle that we can build a new world, a world of peace, a world of jus- 
tice, a world of independence for all nations. 

If we succeed in working together where we can find common 
ground, if we can find common ground on which we can both stand, 
where we can build the bridge between us and build a new world, genera- 
tions in the years ahead will look back and thank us for this meeting that 
we have held in this past week. Let the Chinese people and the great 
American people be worthy of the hopes and ideals of the world, for 
peace and justice and progress for all. 

In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the health of Chair- 
man Mao, of Prime Minister Chou En-lai, and to all of our Chinese 
friends here tonight, and our American friends, and to that friendship 
between our two people to which Chairman Chang has referred so 
eloquently. 


NoTE: The Chairman spoke at 8:25 p.m., local time, in the Shanghai Exhibition Hall. 
He spoke in Chinese and the President in English; their toasts were translated by an 
interpreter. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House press release. 


RETURN TO WASHINGTON 


Remarks of the President and the Vice President Following the President’s 
Arrival at Andrews Air Force Base. February 28, 1972 


Tue Vice Preswent. Mr. President, Mrs. Nixon, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

For more than a week we have witnessed through the miracle of 
satellite television, the sights and sounds of a society that has been closed 
to Americans for over two decades. We have been made aware of many 
new things in that society through this visit, Mr. President. We have 
witnessed much of what you have done with feelings of pride and 
pleasure and an immense curiosity that has certainly not been diminished 
by the amount of attention paid by the media to this visit. 

I must confess that we have been surprised to some extent by your 
facility with chopsticks, Mr. President, and by the equal facility of the 
Chinese orchestra which rendered “America The Beautiful.” 

But I will say that the week’s undertakings were intensively covered— 
I think that is the understatement of this week, Mr. President—and we 
enjoyed every minute of it as we watched with pride and approval the 
way you and the members of your party and our gracious First Lady 
conducted yourselves. 
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Speaking of our First Lady, I don’t think I can let this occasion 
pass without reminding you that I predicted what a tremendous asset 
she would be in the future to American diplomacy and she didn’t let 
me down a bit. As a matter of fact, she did an absolutely outstanding 
job under the most difficult, unpredictable circumstances. 

Mr. President, just before you left to go to China, you stated that 
although the Chinese and the American people were separated by a vast 
ocean and by great differences of philosophy, there was no reason why 
with effort we could not undertake to diminish the tensions between our 
countries. I believe you have crossed that ocean in a successful effort to 
do just that. 

Because of your visit, the Chinese and the American people stand 
further removed from the kind of confrontation that the world has feared 
for many decades. And we, the American people, are tremendously grate- 
ful for that effort on your part. 

With due regard to the lateness of the hour and the fatigue that you 
must feel after so much intensive discussion, preparation, and the time 
changes and the long flight, I think I can close by simply saying that we 
are glad to have you back, and we feel easier tonight because of the trip 
that you took. 

THe Preswent. Mr. Vice President, Members of the Congress, 
Members of the Cabinet, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, and ladies 
and gentlemen: 

I want to express my very deep appreciation, and the appreciation 
of all of us, for this wonderfully warm welcome that you have given us 
and for the support that we have had on the trip that we have just com- 
pleted from Americans of both political parties and all walks of life 
across this land. 

Because of the superb efforts of the hardworking members of the 
press who accompanied us—they got even less sleep than I did—zmillions 


of Americans in this past week have seen more of China than I did.. 


Consequently, tonight I would like to talk to you not about what we saw 
but about what we did, to sum up the results of the trip and to put it in 
perspective. 

When I announced this trip last July, I described it as a journey for 
peace. In the last 30 years, Americans have in three different wars gone 
off by the hundreds of thousands to fight, and some to die, in Asia and in 
the Pacific. One of the central motives behind my journey to China was 
to prevent that from happening a fourth time to another generation of 
Americans. 

As I have often said, peace means more than the mere absence of 
war. In a technical sense, we were at peace with the People’s Republic 
of China before this trip, but a gulf of almost 12,000 miles and 22 years 
of noncommunication and hostility separated the United States of 
America from the 750 million people who live in the People’s Republic 
of China, and that is one-fourth of all the people in the world. 

As a result of this trip, we have started the long process of building 
a bridge across that gulf, and even now we have something better than 
the mere absence of war. Not only have we completed a week of intensive 
talks at the highest levels, we have set up a procedure whereby we can 
continue to have discussions in the future. We have demonstrated that 
nations with very deep and fundamental differences can learn to discuss 
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those differences calmly, rationally, and frankly, without compromising 
their principles. This is the basis of a structure for peace, where we can 
talk about differences rather than fight about them. 

The primary goal of this trip was to reestablish communication 
with the People’s Republic of China after a generation of hostility. We 
achieved that goal. Let me turn now to our joint communiqué. 

We did not bring back any written or unwritten agreements that 
will guarantee peace in our time. We did not bring home any magic 
formula which will make unnecessary the efforts of the American people 
to continue to maintain the strength so that we can continue to be free. 

We made some necessary and important beginnings, however, in 
several areas. We entered into agreements to expand cultural, educa- 
tional, and journalistic contacts between the Chinese and the American 
people. We agreed to work to begin and broaden trade between our two 
countries. We have agreed that the communications that have now 
been established between our governments will be strengthened and 
expanded. 

Most important, we have agreed on some rules of international 
conduct which will reduce the risk of confrontation and war in Asia and 
in the Pacific. 

We agreed that we are opposed to domination of the Pacific area 
by any one power. We agreed that international disputes should be 
settled without the use of the threat of force and we agreed that we are 
prepared to apply this principle to our mutual relations. 

With respect to Taiwan, we stated our established policy that our 
forces overseas will be reduced gradually as tensions ease, and that our 
ultimate objective is to withdraw our forces as a peaceful settlement is 
achieved. 

We have agreed that we will not negotiate the fate of other nations 
behind their backs, and we did not do so at Peking. There were no secret 
deals of any kind. We have done all this without giving up any United 
States commitment to any other country. 

In our talks, the talks that I had with the leaders of the People’s 
Republic and that the Secretary of State had with the office of the 
Government of the People’s Republic in the foreign affairs area, we 
both realized that a bridge of understanding that spans almost 12,000 
miles and 22 years of hostility can’t be built in one week of discussions. 
But we have agreed to begin to build that bridge, recognizing that our 
work will require years of patient effort. We made no attempt to pretend 
that major differences did not exist between our two governments, because 
they do exist. 

This communiqué was unique in honestly setting forth differences 
rather than trying to cover them up with diplomatic doubletalk. 

One of the gifts that we left behind in Hangchow was a planted 
sapling of the American redwood tree. As all Californians know, and 
as most Americans know, redwoods grow from saplings into the giants 
of the forest. But the process is not one of days or even years; it is a 
process of centuries. 

Just as we hope that those saplings, those tiny saplings that we left 
in China, will grow one day into mighty redwoods, so we hope, too, 
that the seeds planted on this journey for peace will grow and prosper 


into a more enduring structure for peace and security in the Western 
Pacific. 
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But peace is too urgent to wait for centuries. We must seize the 
moment to move toward that goal now, and this is what we have done 
on this journey. 

As I am sure you realize, it was a great experience for us to see 
the timeless wonders of ancient China, the changes that are being made 
in modern China. And one fact stands out, among many others, from 
my talks with the Chinese leaders. It is their total belief, their total 
dedication, to their system of government. That is their right, just as 
it is the right of any country to choose the kind of government it wants. 

But as I return from this trip, just as has been the case on my return 
from other trips abroad which have taken me to over 80 countries, I come 
back to America with an even stronger faith in our system of government. 

As I flew across America today, all the way from Alaska, over the 
Rockies, the Plains, and then on to Washington, I thought of the greatness 
of our country and, most of all, I thought of the freedom, the opportu- 
nity, the progress that 200 million Americans are privileged to enjoy. 
I realized again this is a beautiful country. And tonight my prayer and 
my hope is that as a result of this trip, our children will have a better 





485 





chance to grow up in a peaceful world. 


Thank you. 


NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 9:27 p.m. at Andrews Air Force Base, 
Maryland. The arrival ceremony was broadcast live on radio and television. 





West Coast Dock Strike 


Statement by the President on Signing S.J. Res. 197 
on Arbitration Settlement Procedure. 
February 21, 1972 


The Secretary of Labor has informed me today that 
an agreement has now been reached in the West Coast 
dock strike and the workers have returned to their jobs. 

While this contract will still be subject to approval by 
the Pay Board, the entire Nation can be gratified by the 
willingness of the parties to settle their differences volun- 
tarily. For thousands of Americans whose livelihoods have 
been threatened, this strike has been a painful experience 
and its end is most welcome. 

For several days, I have delayed action on S. J. Res. 197, 
a bill to end the strike by arbitration, in the hope that 
the pending legislation would encourage the parties to 
reach a voluntary accord. Today, as this legislation takes 
effect with my signature, I am pleased to note that the 
arbitration machinery will no longer be needed. 

I must point out, however, that our agenda on trans- 
portation strikes is not yet clear. Repeatedly over the past 
2 years I have urged the Congress to act on a compre- 
hensive measure to avoid future strikes of this kind, and 
yet the Crippling Strikes Prevention Act still awaits action. 





The Congress did approve special legislation for this West 
Coast strike, and I appreciate the significance of that 
action. The other shoe must now drop, however, or the 
Nation can only hobble into the future. 

NOTE: The statement was released at Peking, People’s Republic of 


China, where the President signed the bill. As enacted, the bill 
(S.J. Res. 197) is Public Law 92-235. 


Disaster Assistance for West Virginia 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and Assistance 
Following Heavy Rains and Flooding. 
February 27, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for 
the State of West Virginia. His action was communicated 
by telegram to Governor Arch Moore and to Darryl 
Trent, Acting Director of the Office of Emergency 
Preparedness. 

Heavy rains and flooding resulted in heavy loss of 
life and extensive damage in the western area of the 
State during the period February 24 to February 26, 
1972. The President’s action will permit the use of 
Federal funds in relief and recovery efforts. 
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In his request for a Presidential declaration, West Vir- 
ginia Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr., cited the heavy 
loss of lives and great public and private property 
damage. 

Federal relief activities in West Virginia are being co- 
ordinated by the President’s Office of Emergency Pre- 
paredness. Disaster specialists from OEP’s Region 3 office 
in Philadelphia have been in the area, working under 


Francis Carney, Regional Director. Mr. Carney has been 
designated as the Federal coordinating officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance 
under Public Law 91-606. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Shanghai, People’s Re- 
public of China. 


The President telephoned Governor Moore from Shanghai to 
express his concern for the victims of the disaster. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

Listed below are releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released February 21, 1972 

Newe briefing: on statement announcing 
the President’s meeting with Chairman 
Mao—by Press Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler. 

News briefing: on arbitration legislation con- 
cerning the West Coast dock strike—by 
James D. Hodgson, Secretary of Labor. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

No nominations were submitted to the Sen- 
ate during the period covered by this issue. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved February 21, 1972 


og RR eee Public Law 92-235 
Joint Resolution to provide a procedure 
for settlement of the dispute on the Pacific 
coast between certain shippers and asso- 
ciated employers and certain employees. 











Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The closing time of this issue has been delayed 
in order to include documents concerning the Presi- 
dent’s China visit, up to and including his remarks 
at the return ceremony at Andrews Air Force Base. 
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